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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 12/23/2005. 
Claims 1-5 are pending in this application. In the Amendment, claim 1 was amended. 
This action is made Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sorensen al. 
("Sorensen", US 5,761,610). 

As per claim 1, Sorensen discloses a device having a user interface and directional 
buttons for controlling a menu shift the device comprising: a recognition module for determining 
if the directional buttons have been pressed and for generating a shift command (figs 1 and 3 A; 
col. 3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36; menu key allows a user 
to scroll thorough menu items; clear key allows a user to move from one menu page to another); 
a timer module for determining a duration for which directional button is pressed (figs 1 and 3 A; 
col. 3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36); and a pointer carrier 
for shifting the position of the pointer in response to said shift command wherein said shift 
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command directs said pointer carrier to shift said pointer to a next menu item if said determined 
duration is shorter than a preset duration, and said shift command directs said pointer carrier to 
shift said pointer to a next menu page if said determined duration is longer than or equal to said 
preset time (figs 1 and 3A; col. 3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21- 
36);. 

As per claim 2, Sorensen discloses a method for controlling a menu shift in a device 
having directional buttons and a user interface, the method comprising: (a) checking if an event 
has been generated, and determining the kind of the generated event (figs 1, 3 A, and 5; col. 3, 
lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36); (b) operating a timer, and 
returning to step (a) if the generated event is a push of a directional button (figs 1, 3 A, and 5; col. 
3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36); (c) shifting a pointer 
currently pointing to a predetermined menu on a screen to a corresponding menu on a next page, 
if the generated event is a timer interrupt, that signals lapse of a predetermined time, and 
returning to step (a) (figs 1, 3A, and 5; col. 3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; 
col. 5, lines 21-36); and (d) ceasing operation of the timer if the generated event is a release of 
the directional button, checking whether or not the timer interrupt had been previously generated, 
and returning to step (a) if the timer interrupt has been generated and returning to step (a) after 
shifting the pointer to a next menu if the timer interrupt has not been generated (figs 1, 3 A, and 
5; col. 3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36). 

As per claim 3, Sorensen discloses the method further comprising the step of returning to 
step (a) if the generated event is not a release of the directional button (figs 1, 3 A, and 5; col. 3, 
lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36). 
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Claim 4 is similar in scope to claim 2 and therefore is rejected under similar rationale. 
Claim 5 is similar in scope to claim 4 and therefore is rejected under similar rationale. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicants' arguments in the Amendment have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's primary argument is that Sorensen does not teach "a directional button is 
being pressed". The examiner does not agree because a directional button means a button that 
allows a user to go in a certain direction. Sorensen teaches a button that allows a user to scroll 
through menu items in a certain direction (see col. 4, lines 40-42; col. 5, lines 20-22) and further 
teaches the button is being pressed to perform certain functions (see col. 3, lines 56-61). 
Therefore, Sorensen teaches a directional button being pressed. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh T. Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4073. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur and every other Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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